BOYS BASKETBALL: Lakers’ Mollberg carries team to ‘W’
Brian Wierima - 01/25/2012

It was tough going for the Detroit Lakes boys’ basketball team against Crosby-Ironton’s match-up zone Friday, but the Lakers had their leading scorer, senior Joe Mollberg to rely on in a pinch. Mollberg poured in 28 points, including the eventual game-winning basket, to help the Lakers claim a 57-54 Mid-State Conference win against the Rangers (9-7). With a minute remaining in regulation and trailing by a point, Mollberg netted his final two points of the game to put DL up 55-54. The Rangers were denied their game-winning opportunity by DL junior point guard Kirk McLeod, who made a steal and was fouled, then made his two clutch free throws. Crosby-Ironton was errant on its three-point shot to secure the win for the Lakers. “Joe really stepped it up against C-I and their match-up zone,” said DL head coach Robb Flint. “He put us on his shoulders and hit the tough shots.” McLeod added 10 points in the win, while senior forward Brian Labat had eight, along with seven rebounds. Mollberg led the team with eight boards. Hutchinson and Labat each dished out four assists. The Lakers are in firm control of the Mid-State Conference with a 6-0 record and four games to go. Of their six consecutive wins, five have been on the road, as DL will now have three of its final four conference games at home. Laker results Detroit Lakes at Crosby-Ironton Friday, Jan. 20. 
Lakers 57 Rangers 54 
Scoring (2-3-ftm-fta-pts) — DL: Rick Hutchinson 1-1-1-2-6; Brian Labat 4-0-0-1-8; Derek Long 1-1-0-0-5; Joe Mollberg 9-3-1-1-28; Kirk McLeod 2-1-3-4-10. TEAM: 17-6-5-8-57. CI: Goodwin 1-2-2-2-10; Caleb Baker 4-0-0-1-8; Goodwin 1-1-4-4-9; Mike Hoge 3-1-0-1-9; Daniel Huderlick 7-0-4-5-18. TEAM: 16-4-10-13-54. 

