Wething has been all about public life
by Pippi Mayfield - 05/06/2011
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After more than 50 years of councils, commissions and committees, Duane “Doc” Wething has retired from serving on City of Detroit Lakes boards. Well, maybe. “If you think I’m gone, think again,” Wething told a group of well-wishers Wednesday evening as past and present co-workers gathered at city hall to thank him for his years of service to the city. After Wething and his wife, Beverly, moved to Detroit Lakes in the 1950s, he soon became active, being elected to the city council in 1959. He asked to be appointed to the airport commission, and served on it for the 50 years he was with the city. It has expanded from simply a sod field to multiple hangars, asphalt runways and lights. “It kept growing as the need grew,” he said. Now named Wething Field, Wething still spends a lot of time at the airport, having coffee with other pilots. Wething said, “At one time or another, I was on most of them,” referring to the committees and boards in town. The only one he can’t remember being a part of, in fact, is the park board. He was a part of the city council for 18 years, during a time which women were elected to the board for the first time. Sally Oja, Dixie Johnson and Janice Ness “brought a different viewpoint to projects. They made a good addition to the city council.” Wething also praises the mayors, administrators, department heads and other city staff members over the years for bringing Detroit Lakes to where it is today. “They have been progressive and aggressive and the city shows that.” Wednesday evening many of those city staff members and elected officials gathered to thank Wething personally. John Hoeglund, who served with Wething in the Jaycees and on the city council, said Wething was one of the first people he met when he moved to town. “He’s a good leader,” Hoeglund said. “I always thought that we should have Doc in Washington, D.C.” “There was never a dull moment, and Doc was never for loss of words,” said Public Utilities Supervisor Curt Punt. Later Punt presented Wething with a lamp with a meter attached to it, telling him he can sit and watch the kilowatts add up as he uses it. “I really enjoyed all the years working for you on the commission,” he told Wething. Although he served on many committees, Wething’s passion was the airport. “Everything that’s been done at the airport has been what he’s done,” Mark Hagen said, who served with Wething on the commission for many years. Hagen also took his first plane ride with Wething at age 12, and helped him recover an airplane at one time. “He has totally been committed to the community since he moved here,” Hagen said. Jack Murray, former Becker County commissioner who served with Wething on the Airport Commission, said his colleague was fun to work with over the years. “Doc always took it seriously,” he said of the airport. “He never took time off, and he knew everybody. He’s a real committed person.” It was Wething combination of hobby and job at the airport that made him “go at it aggressively,” Murray added. “It was certainly his passion,” Hagen said of the airport. Wething’s wife knows too that her husband didn’t take time off much. Owning a chiropractic business in town, Wething said that after 25 years, his wife told him that she was going on a vacation. He could come with if he wanted. They both went on the Alaskan cruise. “It sounds like the city took up my whole life, but it didn’t,” he said. Former long-time alderman Leonard Heltemes said he served with Wething on “just about everything at one time or another. He is a wealth of information and always had an anecdote.” All who served with Wething over the years would agree, he has a good sense of humor. “We need more quick-witted optimists like Doc,” Karen Skoyles said. “The whole community is affected greatly by people who give donations (of their time) like that,” former mayor Larry Buboltz said of Wething. The two men worked together for 35 years on city council and committees. “He is always positive, always hard working, always willing to donate more time,” he said. He added that as mayor, he doesn’t know how many times he’d call Wething and ask him to serve on one more committees, and Wething always complied. “Oh, by the way, he’s humorous, too,” Buboltz added with a laugh. He told the crowd Wednesday evening that 15 years ago, he presented Wething with a community service award. At the time, Wething asked, do I have to quit? “No!” Buboltz replied. “You have made a difference in this community,” he told Wething, “and I appreciate that.” Wednesday evening, Mayor Matt Brenk presented Wething with another plaque for his years of service with the city. Janet Green thanked Wething for recognizing a need for senior services in Detroit Lakes years ago and helping get Emmanuel Community started, which she now heads up. Punt thanked not only Wething for his years of service, but his wife for allowing Wething time away to be on committees and such. “They are the epitome of a good marriage,” Hagen said. “If I had to do it over again, I’d do it over in a minute,” Wething said of his time spent with the city. “And I think I’d go along with it,” Beverly added. “She always gave me the support I needed and never objected to it,” Wething said. He and Beverly have been married for 62 years. “Each and every one of you, I appreciate you,” Wething told those in attendance, emphasizing his thanks to his wife. “She put up with a lot of time when I was gone and encouraged me to go,” he said. “Fifty years have gone so fast. You’re a great bunch of people. “This has been such a great life in such a great town.” “He’s done a fantastic job in so many things,” former alderman Dixie Johnson said. “He’s just a terrific person.” Wething summed up his time with the city: “It’s been 50 years of fun. It’s really a joy to go to work — if you can call it that — with these people.”
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