Church invites community to make a difference
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“The church exists by mission as fire exists by burning.” — German theologian Emil Brunner 1889-1966 What if church were a verb? Doing. Acting. Working. Among United Methodists, it always has been. Now Methodists around the country are being challenged to continue this work with a new mission to alleviate suffering: Imagine No Malaria. This program is an extraordinary effort to eliminate death from malaria in Africa by 2015. Detroit Lakes United Methodist Church (DLUMC) will kick off this challenge on Sept. 25 as Leia Williams, guest speaker from United Methodist Communications, introduces this exciting opportunity in Sunday worship. All community members are invited to attend and learn about a challenge to change the world! The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, a global leader in the fight against malaria, looked for partners to help accomplish its goals. Why did this well-known foundation choose the United Methodist Church (UMC)? The UMC has worked in Africa for more than 160 years. It operates churches, schools, hospitals, and clinics across the continent in places where no one else will go. It is already “on the ground,” ready and willing to continue its role as a key delivery agent of healthcare in Africa. On many fronts for many years, the UMC has brought aid to people around our community and around the world. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) distributed nearly $46 million dollars in aid in 2010, $56.6 million in 2009. During the hurricane season of 2005, which included Katrina, United Methodists gave over $66 million for hurricane relief efforts. Members of DLUMC, especially the United Methodist Women, sponsor many events that have as their purpose raising funds for service projects both locally and around the world. From 2008-2010, the international organization of United Methodist Women gave an average of over $18 million each year to service projects; UMW in Detroit Lakes gave over $32,000 in that time period (over $118,000 in the last 10 years). Everyone is invited to attend DLUMC, 885 Pembina Trail, on Sunday, Sept. 25, for worship at 8:15 or 10:30 and Sunday School at 9:15. Leia Williams will be speaking at both worship services and during the Sunday school hour. Refreshments will be served. For more information, call 847-4818, visit www.imaginenomalaria.org, or visit www.dlumc.org.
