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There’s going to be some bitterness on Mollberg Field come Friday, with each of Detroit Lakes and Thief River Falls coming off of disappointing losses last Friday. The two cranky teams will also be fighting to stay alive for the Heart O’Lakes Conference crown, as each squad lost to a team one class below them. Each team lost in different fashion, but there is one thing each will have in common Friday — play better than their last outing. “It came down to execution and we didn’t execute well on offense,” said DL head coach Flint Motschenbacher on his team’s 8-7 loss to Class 3A Pequot Lakes. “We had a chance to win the game, though, but we didn’t execute well enough.” The good news for the Lakers is senior starting quarterback Joe Mollberg is back in the fold. Mollberg entered the game on DL’s last series of the second quarter. He promptly hit senior wideout Rick Hutchinson in stride for 55 yards on his first pass attempt, but still finished with two interceptions, both on the goal line. But now opposing defenses will have much more on their plate to worry about and will not have the chance to stack the box to stop DL’s rushing attack. “We can get back to normal on the offense,” Motschenbacher said of Mollberg’s return. “We had three players playing out of position at times and it’s tough to be consistent when you run an entirely different offense when Joe isn’t in there. “Now, we have the chance to be more consistent.” Mollberg finished the game going 11-17 for 157 yards, including a 41-yard touchdown strike to slotback Brian Labat. The quarterback’s ankle still isn’t 100-percent, but his passes didn’t seem affected, with good zip and accuracy on them. The defensive unit, though, is looking in tune. The Lakers gave up 162 yards of rushing to the Patriots, but stymied them for the majority of the game. “We have developed good depth on defense and I thought we played very well Friday on the defensive side of the ball,” Motschenbacher said. “(Linebacker) Casey Fonder is looked very good and is being a leader on the team.” The Prowlers’ main problems in their 48-26 loss to Class 2A Warroad were turnovers and penalties. Thief River Falls lost three fumbles and had eight penalties in the game, as Warroad piled on 495 of total offense in the victory. TRF does return a potent rushing attack, led by Kaleb Torgerson, who had 96 yards versus Warroad, while quarterback Micah Schneider had 147 yards passing and two touchdowns. Both teams still have the HOL crown in their sites, but the more important aspect is to improve from last week’s loss. “Winning the conference would be nice and still is a goal, but our main focus is on our team getting better, so we’ll be ready by the end of the year,” Motschenbacher said. Kickoff is 7 p.m. Friday on Mollberg Field. 
Laker stats The 2011 Detroit Lakes football season stats: Lakers 1-1 (0-1 in HOL Conference) 
Detroit Lakes 34, Little Falls 20 Pequot Lakes 8, Detroit Lakes 7 
Lakers 41, Opponents 28 Opponents - 0 7 0 21 — 28 Detroit Lakes - 0 14 14 13 — 41 
Scoring Michael Herzog - (12 points) 1 rushing touchdown; 1 interception return. Brian Labat - (12 points) 1 rushing touchdown, 1 receiving touchdown. Taylor Magnuson - (6 points) 1 rushing touchdown. Rick Hutchinson - (6 points) 1 receiving touchdown. Steven Labine - (5 points) 5-5 PAT kicks. 
DL Opp First Downs 23 25 By Rushing 15 13 By passing 6 12 By penalty 2 0 Net Yards Rushing 393 276 No. rushes 75 71 Yards gained 433 305 Yards lost 40 29 Avg. per rush 5.24 3.89 Net Yards Passing 193 292 No. passes 22 43 Completed 14 23 Incomplete 5 19 Had intercepted 3 1 Interception yards 32 53 Total Offensive Plays 107 128 TOTAL NET YARDS 586 568 Kickoffs 8 6 Yards 299 243 Ave. kickoff 37.4 40.5 Kickoffs Returned 3 7 Yards 50 96 Ave. return 16.7 13.7 Fumbles 3 4 Fumbles lost 1 4 Penalties 10 17 Yards 60 135 
* * * Individual Rushing DL — Player NR YG YL Net Michael Herzog 37 199 13 186 Brian Labat 23 138 11 127 Taylor Magnuson 4 48 0 48 Casey Fonder 4 28 0 28 Joe Mollberg 7 20 16 4 
* * * Individual Passing Player No Comp Inc Int Yds TD DL — Mollberg 17 11 4 2 157 1 Labat 4 2 1 1 (-6) 0 Magnuson 1 1 0 0 42 1 
* * * Pass Receiving Player No. Yds. TD DL — Rick Hutchinson 6 144 1 Labat 3 56 1 Aaron Marsh 1 14 0 Kirk McLeod 1 5 0 Magnuson 2 (-6) 0 
* * * Kickoffs Player No. Yds. Ave. DL — Steven Labine 8 299 37.4 
* * * Kickoffs Returned Player No. Yds. Ave. DL — Stephen Erb 3 31 10.3 Labat 1 30 30 Magnuson 1 3 3 
* * * Pass Interceptions Player No. Yds. DL – Herzog 1 32 
* * * Sacks Player No. Yds. lost DL – David Perry 2 5 Labat 1 5 Brandon Dahring 1 4. 

