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Sometimes in the middle of the most mundane moments the Holy Spirit will unlatch a new thought or use what is happening in a very ordinary moment to reveal an important truth about faith.  That was my experience the other night while I was up late catching up on the news.   In the midst of flipping between channels I happened to miss the intended number I wanted and up came some professional wrestling program!  I really don’t like professional wrestling!  So I pointed the remote to change the channel when I noticed that this was a “tag team” match.  Well, I still turned the channel, but I began to think on how the church needs to be like and is called to act as a tag team.  (Now stay with me — don’t turn the page just yet.)
 
 In a tag team match a team member can “tag off” so the other member can enter the ring.  There are two reasons to do this.  One is so the team member doesn’t wear out and grow so tired that he loses the match.  By rotating each team member in often the team stays fresh and gets the opportunity to catch their breath while the other member is “in the fray.”  In the church we all need to share the load of mission and ministry in the life of the congregation.  All of us need to be in the activity and “work” of the church and God’s kingdom but we each need to take a “breather.”  We all need to “tag off” and allow the other members of the team to “get in on the action.”  By doing this we all stay fresh and have more energy as a whole, thus enabling the church to accomplish more mission and ministry together than if we each worked separately.  Not only that but we’ll be able to sustain our work and activity over the long haul by working together.  By sharing the load we’ll be able to maintain a level of excellence we could never do if we all burn ourselves out.
 
A second reason a team member will “tag off” is because their strengths and gifts are not as well suited to the opponent as their team mate is.  Again, in the church we need to be aware of our gifts and talents and know when to step forward in help and service when our strengths, gifts, and talents lend themselves to the tasks, missions, and ministries at hand.  We must also willingly step back or “tag off” to a brother or sister in Christ when their talents, gifts, and graces better suit the need or circumstances of the moment.  In doing this we lift up and celebrate each other’s uniqueness and giftedness and we also keep our faith rejuvenated by not getting burned out, frustrated, or disheartened!
 
Finally, in the little bit — but still way to much — that I saw, the team mates joined hands, flung each other toward the opposite sides of the ring to bounce back off the ropes for a specific move.  In a way, we as church members can help each other gain momentum and join our strengths to address and meet the needs of a hurting world.  When we combine our strengths and help empower each other into ministry, we accomplish more together than the sum of each of us separately.  Let us be a “tag team” church of sorts,  helping and sharing the task of ministry and mission as we seek to serve Jesus, the Christ.

Grace and Peace,
Brenda
 

