Grace Notes  September 2011

DLUMC Is Changing the World 

"The church exists by mission as fire exists by burning."
--German theologian Emil Brunner 1889-1966

United Methodists around the country are being challenged to continue their ongoing mission work with a new focus: Imagine No Malaria. This program is an extraordinary effort to eliminate death and suffering from malaria in Africa by 2015 (www.imaginenomalaria.org). DLUMC will kick off this challenge on September 25 as we not only learn more about Imagine No Malaria but also celebrate our Inviting Sunday. 

Many people today wonder if the church makes a difference. As we launch this campaign it is a great time to invite our friends, neighbors, and family members who don’t attend a church regularly to visit our church. When they are here they will be offered the opportunity to be part of something so much bigger and so much more meaningful than anything we could imagine; the chance to be part of God’s work on this earth.  This Inviting Sunday with its mission focus will be a great chance for us to welcome visitors and show them the active ways everyday United Methodists are rolling up their sleeves and making a difference while witnessing to their faith in Jesus Christ.
Prayerfully consider who God may be encouraging you to invite for this very special day. As part of a powerful worship service, the choir will be singing and kindergarten students will be receiving their first Bibles! Also, please plan on staying for the Sunday School hour. In the past on Inviting Sunday we have had a lunch after 10:30 service. This year instead we will have a delicious light brunch and a truly powerful time of education about the Imagine No Malaria campaign before 10:30 service. (Vikings fans: you can attend and still be home well before the noon kick-off! We promise.)
See you then!
Pastor Brenda; Karen Schultz, Outreach and Evangelism team; JoAnn Quam, Missions team

